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It was a bit strange, and something that I’m sure our face
characters feel all the time, but it takes some getting used to
when you’ve been “generic” since you signed up.
Fandom has changed. It’s not your father’s Star Wars anymore.
Heck, it’s not my Star Wars anymore. No matter how hard I
try, my kids don’t want to be Boba and Han; they want to be
Grevious and Anakin. My five-year-old has a crush on Ahsoka
and thinks the guys in the white armor are good guys. My twoyear-old runs through the house saying, “Roger, Roger!”
What’s a dad to do? I have a feeling this is happening in the
homes of a lot of Gen X dads out there right now, who were fed
a healthy diet of the original trilogy their whole lives only to find
their children would rather have the action lightsaber over the
DL-44. I find myself saying, “When I was your age, we only had
TWO Star Wars movies, and we were happy to have that!”
It’s been quite a summer, with the movie premiere, Pottery
Barn Kids events, Celebration Japan and the TV show stuff
on top of our regular convention schedule and charity events.
I think I trooped more in the past four months than I did all last
year, maybe two, and the bulk of it has been in beige. Who
would’ve thought that?
There’s going to have to be a point somewhere when we’ll just
have to give in and proclaim the original trilogy has passed and
“begun the Clone War has.” It’s what the kids want now. It’s
what our friends in California are asking for when it comes to
events. At the end of the day, though, your trusted LCO will still
always bleed orange.
Hmmm, I wonder if Obi-Wan with an X-wing helmet is canon…
Matt Hofmann - Legion Commanding Officer
Hey, where was
I last issue?
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“What’s THAT comlink?”
Given the start of the new Clone Wars, it’s only appropriate that the
Jedi comlink make a return appearance. You know what it is, but do
you know what it’s made off? (Don’t scoff old-timers, this is good stuff
for the newbies.) According to the www.partsofstarwars.com, this
prop sprang to life from …
• Gillette Ladies Sensor Excell
Razor Handle
• 3 solder lugs
• 2 matrix pins. Matrix pins are the
female side of Cannon plugs (a type of
wire connector) used in the matrixes
usually related to digital flight controls in
modern aircraft.

• solenoid rod from an electrical device
or a contact tip for a MIG welder.
• tab lock washer
• 6 acorn nuts
• a few other unidentified pieces

For more info on this and other Prequel props visit
http://www.partsofsw.com/Ep_1/index.htm
and click the “item” button at the bottom of the page.

Each quarter, we feature a Base or Outpost of the Rebel Legion
as a way for our members to get to know one another, and to learn
more about our fellow Rebels scattered all over the globe. This
issue, we are getting to know Central Base!

meet
the base

Website: http://www.CentralBase.org
Covering: North Dakota, South Dakota,
Nebraska, Iowa, and Minnesota
Base Creation Date: 1999
Logo: Originally consisting of a green silhouette of the seven
states which made up the base, over the orange Rebel crest with
a silver border, it was revised in April 2007 when Kansas and
Missouri broke away to form Dantooine Base. A new logo was
created featuring five green X-Wing starfighters in a star pattern
flying out of an orange Rebel crest. The X-Wings represent the
the current States that comprise the Base.  
Events: Annual events in Central Base include the Anoka Halloween
Parade in Anoka, Minnesota; OSFest in Omaha, Nebraska;
CONvergence in Bloomington, Minnesota; the Rough Riders Star
Wars Hockey Night in Cedar Rapids, Iowa; the Rosefest parade in
Roseville, Minnesota; and Free Comic Book Day events in Omaha
and the Twin Cities metro area in Minnesota.

A few members make
the trip down to Georgia
for Dragon*Con.

Midwest Base and R2 Builder members join Central Base at the
opening of Where Science Meets Iminagation in June at the Science Museum of Minnesota.

Charities: Central Base works with several charities, such as the
Make-A-Wish Foundation, Sharing and Caring Hands, and
the Multiple Sclerosis Society. After Hurricane Katrina, Central
Base raised funds for a donation to the Red Cross to assist
victims in the Gulf Coast.
Interesting Facts: Central Base is home to the Rebel Legion
Starfighter Command’s Screaming Tauntaun Squadron (who
count Star Wars author Timothy Zahn and actors Ian Liston,
Garrick Hagon, and Colin Higgens among their Honorary
Members). Also supporting the Base is Gamma Squad of the
Rebel Alliance Infantry Detachment (RAID.)
An award-winning organization, Central Base has won several
awards for parade appearances. In January 2008, the Base, along
with the help of Central Garrison and the Minnesota Force, earned
the title of “Best Marching Unit” in the St. Paul Winter Carnival’s
Grand Day parade.
Coming Events: Anoka Halloween Grand Day Parade in Anoka,
Minnesota on Oct. 25th.

- Ed “IndustrialSizeEd” Cook, Base Commander
- Jeff “dawmer299” Schipman, Base PR Officer
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interview

Tom & Ter ri
Hodges
came to my table. He was probably pushing 50 years old, he was
a large (width, not length), sweaty man and the first words out
of his mouth after “Are you doing sketches?” were “Sometimes
I make people sick with my requests…” so I knew I was in
trouble. But for the most part, Star Wars commissions have been
ok… besides, I wouldn’t do anything that would jeopardize my
relationship with Lucasfilm. Lucas is protective of his materials
and I honor that.
What was your first professional Star Wars job assignment? How
did you celebrate getting it (or did you)?

One of the newest Honorary Members, artist Tom Hodges gives
us the low-down on keeping secrets, drawing the Clone Wars
and wearing “the buns”.
As one of the artists for the new Clone Wars web comics, you
must have some knowledge of the coming story line. How hard is
it to keep that a secret?
Very easy! I’ve been keeping things secret I’ve had to do for
Lucasfilm since “Day One” when I had the first webstrip. It’s not
as difficult as you may think. I’m just not one of those types of
people who can’t keep a secret. Like when you told me you wear
ladies underwear when you’re at home and sing “I feel Pretty” at
the top of your lungs… oh wait…
Who’s your favorite character from the new series to draw? The least?
Hmmmm. I just started on it and I have yet to really get into the
characters, but the last few times I’ve had to draw Yoda, I’ve
really enjoyed it. Right now, I don’t have a least favorite.
If you could design “pin-up” art for X-Wings, say for YOUR
X-wing, what would it be?
Hmmmm… I don’t think I’ve seen that on an X-Wing. On the
Republic Gunships in the new series, you’ll see a lot of that. I
would put a sexy ISO girl on the front end of it.
Who do you think is the most underrated character from the saga?
Honestly… Jar Jar. Let me explain. Everyone bags on him. He’s
a goof, he was created for the kids… but when you get down to
it, Jar Jar is ultimately responsible for putting Palpatine in power.
Without Jar Jar, the Galactic Empire may have not come to pass.
I also feel as though after the events of Episode: III, Jar Jar hid
Jedi… kind of a personal redemption for what he had done. So to
all the Jar Jar haters, put that in your pipe and smoke it!
What Star Wars character do you identify most with?
Hmmmm, I don’t know. That’s a tough question. Maybe a little
bit of Obi-Wan. I always hope for the best but expect the worst.
But I’ve always loved Vader. Not because I identify with him, but
because I just always thought he was the freakin’ coolest.
What’s the strangest Star Wars related commission you’ve had?
Honestly… most people who commission Star Wars art are
pretty straightforward and I have yet to get that really strange
Star Wars request. It’s the non-Star Wars commissions that get
weird. Example, in Philadelphia at a show this past year, a guy

Well, the first one I was assigned was the “Reversal of Fortune”
webstrip. But the first official Star Wars art I did was the Topps
Star Wars Heritage Sketch card set. I believe I did 200 cards for
that set. It was later in the fall of ‘04 that the strip premiered on
Hyperspace. I had a contract with Lucasfilm and was talking with
them about projects in late ‘03, but it wasn’t until the next summer
when we settled on what it was I’d be doing.
We celebrated with friends at Disneyland and a special
dinner at Club 33. Club 33 is a member’s only restaurant at
Disneyland hidden in New Orleans Square. A friend of ours had a
membership through her company and so we all went for dinner.
An amazing experience! Any big fan of Disney and its Parks
knows about Club 33. If they don’t, they should Google it. Great
history there!  
What Star Wars work of yours are you most proud of?
Hmmmm. I feel like it’s always the “last one”, you know. The last
project I worked on. Like right now, it’s the last Clone Wars story
I just did. The next will be the next Clone Wars story. I feel like I
get better with every project. But right now, I’m really happy with
the Clone Wars stuff. I also really love the Boba Fett I did for
Master Replicas/Acme Archives last year. That is a favorite of
mine as well.
How did your Rebel Legion Honorary Member induction go?
Were you surprised? Did the buns itch?
It went very well. I really loved the plaque and
badge. The wig wasn’t all that itchy,
but I hope it was washed between
inductions.
What is your
favorite costume?
I dig Anakin’s Jedi costume, if
we’re going pre-trilogy. Original
Ttrilogy, I’ve always been partial to
Han’s getup in Empire Strikes
Back.
What costume would you make if
you were to join the Rebels?
Taun Taun.
Yoda, Tom’s favorite
character to draw (so far).

Photo courtesy of Gregor Sink.

The Rebel Legion is
pleased to announce that
we will be working with
Terri Hodges to create a
Rebel Legion patch quilt!
Keep an eye out in the
forums for information on
getting any patches you
may have to Terri for this
exciting project. Meanwhile,
Terri was gracious enough
to also answer some
questions for us about the
501st patch quilt and what
she has in store for the
Rebel Legion version.

interview

What’s your timetable for the Rebel Legion quilt?
I guess that depends on the Rebel Legion and how fast I get the
patches and where and when they want it to be displayed for
auction. The quilt is the easy part, collecting the patches is the
challenge.
Without giving away spoilers, how different do you think the
Rebel Legion quilt will be from the 501st Legion’s?
Well, with the first Quilt I didn’t have an idea how many patches
I would get. I have a better idea with the Rebel Legion so I have
planned a more detailed pattern, but one that won’t take away
from the beauty of the patches themselves.  I think the Rebel
Legion will be quite pleased.

What was it the spark that went off that initially made you think of
taking on the 501st Legion’s quilt, and now a Rebel Legion one?

Tell us a bit about your associations with Star Wars fandom? What
do you enjoy about it? How do you take it and make it your own?

My personal patch collection started when I attended
Celebaration III with Tom. I had known, in a very basic way about
the costuming surrounding Star Wars and that people dressed up
as Stormtroopers and Jedis and the like, but I didn’t quite know
how much organization was involved.

I think it may have been mentioned in public that I’m not a
huge Star Wars fan (hold for deep shudder from the reading
audience!). When I began dating Tom I knew he liked it (heck,
I have fond memories from my childhood for the films too) but it
wasn’t until we lived together and were engaged (we’ll just call
it locked in!) that the action figures came out for display. Once
he became a Star Wars artist I learned about the fans… some
scary… but most were incredibly giving, creative and amazing. In
the years since, I’ve become very close with some members of
the 501st Legion and the Rebel Legion.

I met a Trooper from the Carolina Garrison at Celebaration III
and joked with him that I wanted his patch and he just gave it to
me. I then begin to collect them from whatever Trooper I could at
any show I attended. I thought that the best way to display them
would be a wall hanging or a quilt and I considered making one
for Tom.
I’m always trying to think of ways that I can help Tom support the
fans and I tend to be the more crafty one in the family so this was
a way for me to become involved doing something that I love and
helping out a really great charity at the same time.
Knowing that I could never collect all of the patches on my own
and wanting the support of the 501st Legion I approached the
Golden Gate Garrison at Wondercon almost three years ago
and mentioned to them that I thought that that would be a great
way to raise money for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. They
agreed (or possibly just humored me like, “sure Star Wars lady,
whatever!”) It just seemed to roll from there.
At San Diego Comic Con (after literally finishing the Quilt just
hours before leaving for the show) I was showing it off at the 501st
and Rebel Legion tables and mentioned that some Rebel Legion
patches had been donated as well. It seemed like an obvious
thing to do a quilt for them as well and it seems like the Rebel
Legion is willing to put up with me to do it.
What’s been your favorite part about collecting the patches?
When I started I had no idea just what I was getting into. In my
mind there could only have been like 50 or so patches, tops, I
was so totally wrong! I started by donating my own collection
and slowly the rest began pouring in from all corners of the
world. I received patches directly from Hong Kong, Great Britain,
Germany, Israel, and Australia just to name a few. I kept every
envelope just for the purpose of archiving the project.
The sheer number of patches astounded me. To identify them
I had to learn about the difference between Garrisons, Squads,
Detachments, and Outposts. I’ve learned so much and I have to
give credit to the Troopers and patch traders who gave me my
education. I’ve made some great friends.

My association with Star Wars (besides being married to it!)
started by taking pictures of events for Tom, mostly for reference
and fun. Lucas Online asked me to take pictures at Celebaration
III (or maybe it was “can we use the pictures you’ve taken and
anything more that you get”). That was when my pictures of
George Lucas were first published. Since then I’ve given them
shots from any Star Wars related show we do.
I’m used to being behind the camera and not really being a part
of the focus, so recently it’s really taken me aback was when I
began to be recognized because of the quilt project. I’m not used
to being in the spotlight like that.
As for the things I go fangirl gaga over, personally, am a huge
fan of Yoda (the Buddha of the Star Wars Universe and voiced
by Frank Oz… Rock On!!) Love Wookies (walking carpets with a
heart of gold), and R2-D2 (the true hero of the movies!) Dewbacks,
Wampas… oh, don’t even get me started on the creatures!!
I love the creative folks and fans behind Star Wars. Their
attention to detail is incredible. I don’t even match up. Mostly, I’ve
just been in the right place at the right time.
I guess I made it my own by intertwining my own interests. I run
a Star Wars Knitting Group on Ravely.com and I made this little
quilt a bit back… you might have heard something about it...
- Matt “hofmann” Hofmann, Midwest Base
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Borehamwood Parade
Borehamwood, United Kingdon  •  June 21st

On Saturday June 21st the Rebels from Elstree Base U.K. made
a historic return to the spiritual home of Star Wars - Elstree
Studio - for the annual Borehamwood parade.
Characters from the Star Wars Universe were invited to attend this
annual event by the Elstree Historical Society and Elstree Props
in order to aid fund raising for local community charities. Elstree
Base provided characters from across all six movies, including Fleet
Troopers, Pilots, Jedi and the mighty Chewbacca, who was asked to
lead the parade through the town with the Mayor of Borehamwood.
No Star Wars costuming group has been asked to participate
since the 501st Legion in 2005, the Rebel Legion was given
it’s turn and we had to make it a success. We did, with record
numbers lining the route to witness the return of Star Wars.
Feedback from the event organizers has been astounding, to the
point of an invitation to return again next year bigger and better.
Many thanks to Steve of Elstree Props, Bob from the Elstree Screen
Heritage Society and the management of Elstree’s Tesco store for
providing the refreshments that kept our Legionnaires trooping!         
- Steve “Jedi Vamp” Burns, Executive Officer Elstree Base

Elstree Base members coming home!
Steve “Jedi Vamp” Burns (Chewbacca) and
Chantel “adi gallia” Freeman (Aayla Secura).

Elstree Base and the 99th Imperial Garrison.
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Star Wars Exhibition
Örnsköldsvik, Sweden  •  June 28

th

Diplomatic
Missions

On June 28th Star Wars: The Exhibition opened at the local museum in Örnsköldsvik,
Sweden. (For those of you stumbling over the pronunciation it might be a relief to know that
it’s commonly shorted to Ö-vik, and that at least gets rid of the most difficult parts of the
name.) In a town mostly known for it’s ice hockey players, this summer it was a place to
battle with lightsabers in place of hockey sticks!
Considering that Star Wars: The Exhibition has toured Paris, London and Brussels it was
quite impressive to see the Exhibition open its gates in a little town up in northern Sweden
with just around 30,000 inhabitants. The opening ceremony also marked the first time that
the Rebel Legion made a coordinated appearance in the Nordic countries, together with
our friends in the Nordic Garrison. The Rebels were represented by Danish and Swedish
members of the Swedish Outpost – Wampa’s Cave. The Rebels were aided over the
weekend by actors for the exhibit’s Jedi Academy and the Swedish FanForce members.

The exhibit’s VIP opening was Friday the 27th, but our first appearance
was scheduled for Thursday evening. Stress levels were high as it
barely gave us time to get out of the bus we arrived in, grab some food
and jump into costume. The organizers of the Exhibition had chartered
a nice bus for both Rebels and Imperials, still it was a 500+ km journey
from to Stockholm-Örnsköldsvik, and several members started their day
with a flight to Stockholm as well. However, the excitement of getting
to participate quickly shook off whatever fatigue there was among the
participants though.
The first mission of the weekend was to take part in the opening of a football
tournament, or soccer tournament for non-Europeans, which only served
to prove that it’s easier to kick a ball in Pilot gear compared to doing it in
Trooper Armor. The evening included taking a ride to the local airport to act
as an honour guard for the guest of honour - Anthony Daniels. Mr. Daniels
was happily surprised by the welcome; unfortunately we couldn’t fulfill his
wish of seeing the midnight sun since we weren’t that far north. We are
north enough though that the nights never turn dark at that time of the year,
but it’s doubtful that was the main reason for the lack of sleep felt by both
Rebels and Imperials at the end of the weekend.

Together with her fellow Jedi, Rebel Legion member Camilla
(Barriss Offee) battles Darth Maul (SL-5573).

Most of Friday the 27th, was spent rehearsing for the VIP opening
ceremony. For the Rebel Pilots that didn’t mean much, but our Jedi
Camilla had her hands full from the start. She, along with a Jedi Academy
actor, and a Dark Lord from the Nordic garrison, rehearsed their lightsaber
duel which was to take place in the park outside of the museum. They
were greatly helped by Anthony Daniels and Don Bies with the battle
coordination, and over the weekend their dueling turned out to be one
of the most popular parts of the Exhibition. The rest of the weekend was
spent walking around inside and outside the Exhibition, of course trying to
recruit more freedom fighters while avoiding the Empire.
Overall, the weekend was a great success, and a wonderful start to what
will hopefully turn into many more opportunities for the Nordic Rebels to
get into costume with our Nordic Garrison colleagues, and we’re looking
forward to doing more activities and events together with them. We were
also approached by people who expressed an interest in joining up with the
Rebels, hopefully it will also lead to more members for the Rebel Legion.
Rebel Pilots Johanna “Obi-Anne” and Johan “Darth Lars” are ready
to take on the Empire.
Additional photos:
http://s329.photobucket.com/albums/l380/NordicRebels/

On Monday, the bus journey back to Stockholm was spent sleeping and
sorting through photos. By Tuesday, all rebels were safely back in their
homes, ready to gear up for the next opportunity to battle against (or with?)
the Empire.
- Johanna “Obi Anne” Nybelius, Nordic Outpost

Celebration Japan
Tokyo, Japan  •  July 19 - 21st

On July 19-21st, Star Wars took over the Makuhari-meese
International Convention Centre (located between Tokyo and
the New Tokyo International Airport) for the first ever
Celebration Japan!
Many events were organized through a massive cooperative
effort between the Rebel Legion Japan Base and members of
the Star Wars fan group, Jedi Order.
There was little advertising in Japan for Celebration Japan, but
on opening day there were entrance lines stretching over 800
meters around the convention center. There were many more
people than we ever expected! I saw the line on the way to my
hotel and I was almost crying, seeing that many fans here in
Japan waiting to celebrate the Saga! WOW!!

•  Jedi Parade - July 20 & 21st  We actually made up this event at a
Rebel Legion members participated in many activities
throughout the weekend. Highlites included:
• The Rebel Legion booth.  Japan Base’s table was decorated
with flags representing all the Rebel Legion Bases.

meeting on the first day! It was exciting to see such a large crowd!

•  Rebel Legion Panel Discussion - July 21st
Japan Base also presented two panel discussions; “Padme
Amidala costumes”, presented by Maron, and “Star Wars
Vegetable Carving” as presented by Oki. At both panels, we
introduced our work and talked for about an hour. Both panels
were early in the morning, so there were not many people
attending. However, it did look like those that were able to attend
enjoyed themselves!

•  Honorary Member presentation - July 20th
Tsuyoshi Nagano is an artist who does the cover artwork for the
Japanese versions of the Star Wars novels.  We were honored
to induct him into the Rebel Legion and Japan Base as an
Honorary Member for his contributions to Star Wars!

• The Jedi Stage: A Saber Arts show and lecture by Rebel Legion
and Jedi Order members (like a Jedi Academy for adults).
Every morning we would go to the convention center early and
rehearse our program for the Jedi Stage. As this event was only
officially added to the program the week before opening day, we
were hard pressed for practice time. Thankfully, we had been
practicing our routine for three months prior in hopes that it would
be included in the Celebration schedule.
To view video of the performances:
July 20:
http://jp.youtube.com/watch?v=HzFSiE8Q4wQ
July 21:
http://jp.youtube.com/watch?v=C1oQJlt9rc8
http://jp.youtube.com/watch?v=lcvailUbKGI

Looking back on Celebration Japan, one thing I do regret is that
we did not have time to see everything around the convention
center. However, before the convention started, Jase ‘edgejedi’
Fox told me the same thing about Celebration Europe, and that it
is normal for those attending such a huge event like Celebration.
Unfortunately, for Celebration Japan, we were not able to register
to be volunteer staff, and with the short planning time we weren’t
able to do too much preparation. But we did our best, and we’re
proud of the panels we were able to present. And of course,
we’re proud to have representated the Rebel Legion!
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Best regards,  
- Oki, Japan Base

Camp Quality

Frankfort, Illinois • August 8th
Camp Quality is an International organization dedicated to giving
children under 18 a chance to go to camp for a week and just be
a kid, not a “kid with cancer”.
Midwest Base was contacted over a year ago to come out
to Camp Quality in Frankfort, Illinois. Our goal was to help
entertain the kids on their last day of camp 2008. In that year,
I have learned a lot about Camp Quality and a lot more at the
camp itself. John Allen from the Romeoville Police Department (a
veteran Camp Quality Volunteer) contacted us about helping out.
Mr. Allen had heard about our group from a manger from another
event we’d done. The manager had been blown away by the
response we recieved.
As noted, this was a year-long preparation. So I volunteered
to be event coordinator as the camp was near where I live. I
immediately thought it would be a great idea if we could provide
each child with a toy. I posted for toy donations from our
members and began to write to different toy manufacturers. I was
turned down by all of the manufacturers, with the exception of
Hasbro/Milton Bradley.

Diplomatic
Missions

Now that we had toys, I needed to think of what to do during
our visit to Camp Quality. I have done many birthday parties,
so I decided to adapt the “Target Shoot” indoor game to the
outdoors. I made targets out of plywood for two teams - Rebels
and Imperials. The Rebel Team (wearing my spare RFT helmet)
would shoot at the Imperial target, and the Imperial team
(wearing my Officer hat) would shoot at the Rebel target. Each
“shooter” received 10 Nerf projectiles to shoot and earn points.
The winner got bragging rights and a certificate that I made up on
the computer, one for the highest score on each target.
As the Target Shoot wrapped up, we moved on to “Hot Thermal
Detonator.” I had my back to the group as I was operating the CD
player, when I hit pause and the music stopped, whoever had
possession of the detonator was out. I laughed every time the music
stopped because all I heard was a lot of groaning behind me. The
two final contestants each received a super soaker from Hasbro.
While the games were going on Jim and Emily DeJan were
applying temporary tattoos to anyone who wanted them.
This final day of Camp is huge for the kids. In addition to our visit,
they had a big dance in the evening so many of the girls didn’t make
the Target Shoot as they were getting the “princess treatment” by
volunteer hair dressers and nail artists for their big dance.
After we were all done with the games, we packed up, but before
we left we were thanked by one of our contacts at the camp. She
gave me a “Thank You” photo from all of the Campers and let me
know that the gift cards we donated would help purchase items for
the Campers for 2009. All of the people that “work” at Camp Quality
are volunteers and they know best what the needs are - and each
Camper has a volunteer companion who is with them 24/7 for the
entire week of camp. These volunteers are completely AWESOME!!
- Phyllis “Schph Gochi” Schulte, Midwest Base

Our members, as always, came through, donating this huge
pile of toys, plus many more not pictured.
Where we had many toys for younger children we thought that
perhaps gift cards would be better for the older ones so that
they could purchase what they liked. Enter Stephanie “TH9052”
Hicks. Stephanie contacted the Quest Bar and Restaurant in
Schererville, Indiana and set up a fundraiser, where members
of the Rebel Legion, 501st Legion, and Jedi Assembly attended
the event, posed for photos and helped with a raffle. All
proceeds went to purchase gift cards. Stephanie even donated
her Stormtrooper bucket to the raffle; I sewed a Jedi robe and
donated a R2-D2 snack bowl. We also had two Celebration III
Darth Vader figurines (courtesy of Mike “SL356” Plesha) in the
raffle. When the event was over, we had collected over $800.00!
The toys and gift cards were delivered to Camp Quality on the
day before camp was to begin, where I gave everything to the
Camp Director (my Jeep was full - top to bottom and front to
back). All of the boys were given at least three action figures with
an additional larger toy and all of the girls received several items.

Each of the cabins gets to choose an event during camp to have a photo taken
at. This cabin chose to wait for us. Shown here are the cabin’s children and
their companions.
To learn more about Camp Quality
and the work they do, visit their website:
http://www.campqualityusa.org/

Additional photos:
http://s201.photobucket.com/albums/aa304/schphgochi/Camp%20Quality%208-8-08/

Comic-Con International
San Diego, California • July 23 - 27th

We came.
We saw.
We ROCKED the con!
Rebel Legion members from as far away as Echo Base in New
York made their way west to San Diego, California to attend the
39th Comic-Con International convention.
As the host base, Sunrider had plenty of activities to keep the
Rebels on their toes during the long weekend. Beginning with
the post-Preview Night dinner at a nearby Greek/pizza place on
Wednesday July 23rd, to fielding one of the big prize winners of
the 501st Legion Droid Hunt on Sunday July 27th.

Wednesday, July 23rd
As is our usual request, our table was located side-by-side with
the 501st Legion table; both groups get along well and have a
lot of cross-membership. This year we were offered free WiFi
internet access, so it was easy to show off the Sunrider Base
and Rebel Legion web sites to prospective members.
Preview Night was geared towards showing off the Exhibitor Hall,
so there’s not a lot of action at our table. It’s more social for us as
we set up our tables and then head for our dinner spot on the bay.

Thursday, July 24th
Thursday is generally a slow day for Star Wars activities and lots of
members took advantage of it to wear their non-Star Wars costumes.
We saw several Indiana Jones, Henry Jones, Sr. and even Mutt
Williams (Rebel Legion member Matt “JedHead” Tolousa).

Sunrider Base XO Donna “Grey Jedi” used the gathering
to present some awards to her fellow base members. These
included:
• The Iron Fist in the Velvet Glove Award to Sunrider CO, Greg
“tigerantilles” for keeping a firm hand on the reins of Sunrider Base.
• The Silver Crayon to Jon “HazardThree” for graphic services
to the Base and the Legion at large.
• The Silver Shutter to Rachel “Miana Kenobi” and
Liz “LizardJedi” for photo support to the Base.
• The Bronze Infiltrator to Lesley “BrieKalan”, Mark “Darth
Carcinus”, and Steve “Cal-Tin Bardar” for maintaining a
presence with the Imperials on behalf of the Base.
• The Super Sew-er to Lori “JediLoreen” and Don “Zhi-Don”
for work above and beyond the call of duty during Sunrider’s
2008 Pilot Project.

Rebel Legion Pilots mustered to do Honorary Member duty,
presenting plaques and badges to Bonnie Burton of StarWars.
com and artist Tom Hodges. Artist Katie Cook was later inducted
as an Honorary Member on Sunday.
Hazard Squadron also “flew” a special mission to present Steve
Sansweet (HM4) and Mary Franklin (HM3) with certificates to
make them honorary Hazard Squadron members ... and yes, for
once, Mary got her’s first. For their audacity, they ended up in the
jail cell set from “Harold & Kumar Escape from Guantanamo Bay.”

Guess this means I’ll get
the Flight Deck to myself!”

Friday, July 25th
Friday, officially Star Wars Day at the con, featured tons of
panels, activities, and other fun events.
The Rebel Legion Breakfast began at 7:30am at the Marriott next
door to the convention center. With an all-you-can-eat buffet and
made-to-order omelets, it was a great way to start the day. Yummy.
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Photos compliments of Janice Christensen and Lesley Farquhar.

Diplomatic
Missions

This year’s group photo was probably one of the largest we have ever had at Comic-Con. There was a
wonderful mix of costumes and some “just finished in time” Clone Wars characters. RLSC DXO and Hazard
Squadron SXO Jon “HazardThree” requested a large turn-out of Pilots and was duly answered with a sea of
orange. While setting up for the shoot, some 501st Legion members thought they would infiltrate our event
and stir things up with some Nerf blasters. Fortunately, quick-thinking Sunrider CO Greg “tigerantilles” came
prepared and the Imperials (who didn’t even bother suiting up for the attack) found return fire... and this was
all before the convention even opened for the day!
Clone Wars was the word of the day and
LucasFilm had plenty of programming about the
upcoming movie/TV series. The Lucas Pavillion
giant statues of Clone Wars Anakin, Obi-Wan,
Ahsoka, and Captain Rex. This provided us a
prime opportunity to get some “bun shots”.

Sunday, July 27th
Last day. Tired from lack of sleep,
wandering the Exhibit Hall – which
is 4 football fields long – running
between the top and bottom floors
to make it to panels, volunteering
for LFL licensees, and other
activities.

Saturday, July 26th
The biggest day of the convention. The day all the studios trot out
actors, producers, and directors to talk about their current and
upcoming mega-movies, TV series, and more.
The 501st Legion gathered for their photo shoot and I personally
consider it an honor that they look back over their shoulders to make
sure no Rebels sneaking up on them, like we did in 2006.

It was also Kid’s Day and many of
the panels were geared directly to the
younger fans. The RL table featured
a target that let the kids shoot at it to
win prizes (temporary tattoos, activity
books, Star Wars Pez dispensers).
Droid Hunt badge holders returned
to the 501st Legion table to see if
they won; and Rebel Legion member
Chris got one of the most soughtafter prizes – an original painting of
RT-KT and Wall-E.
- Donna “Grey Jedi” Keeley,
Sunrider Base

Comlink
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Movie Premieres • Basically EVERYWHERE!
Star Wars fans were given a reason to rejoice on August 15th with the opening of the latest George Lucas movie to
hit the big screen; at 12am EST the computer animated feature Star Wars: The Clone Wars premiered in theaters
for audiences of all ages. A predecessor of this coming fall’s Clone Wars television series, slated to run on Cartoon
Network, the film helps Star Wars enthusiasts find out just what happened during the three years of the Clone Wars
that took place between Episode II: Attack of the Clones and Episode III: Revenge of the Sith.

Photo by Sheila Price.

Members of the Rebel Legion helped avid fans celebrate the
opening by making appearances at theaters across the globe. One
such costumed troop took place in Arizona where Mountain Base/
Mos Eisley Base members combined forces with the Dune Sea
Garrison to help raise funds for the Phoenix Children’s Hospital.
As detailed in Marie “Jedi Gramma” Cannon’s mission report, with
the help of Harkins Theaters of Tempe over $550 was raised for
the cause during two nights of celebration. The theater chain gave
troopers space to take photos with attendees and Dan Harkins,
owner of the chain, made a personal appearance (pictured here)
and was presented with his own Jedi cloak made by Brenda “Sand
Dancer” Cranson.

Trooping also took place across the state of Ohio by members
of the Midwest Base. One such appearance was made at the
Cinemark Theater of Valleyview where Legion members sold raffle
tickets for a Autism Speaks Clone Wars/David Filoni poster in
support of the Autism Speaks organization. Another appearance
was made in Columbus, Ohio at the AMC Lennox 24 Theater
(pictured above) as well as in southern Ohio at the Regal Cinema
theater in Mason where Legion members performed choreographed
lightsaber battles for fans. As Geoff “Krash” Krickhan wrote in his
mission report, “I can say this: lightsabers are ONE way of getting
people to turn off their cell phone before a movie!”

Down in Florida, Ra Kura Base joined the Florida
Garrison at Regal Cinemas Stadium for an all day
event. As Lori “Princess Leia Organa” McKee wrote
in her mission report, “During the time we were
there (four showings) we also went into the theater
before the previews and did Star Wars Trivia
Contests as well as costume contests. Many of our
members donated action figures for prizes. This
was a hit by all, especially the kids!”

Yet another group of Legion members, this time from Echo Base  
came out in costume for the opening at the Ewalk Theater at Times
Square in New York, New York. Despite some earlier bad weather,
as reported in Mary Alice “Queen Amidala” Ladd’s mission report,
the night was successful as audience members came out en force
and mingled with our heroes. “Normally the sidewalks of Times
Square are bedlam, but maybe due to the thunderstorms earlier,
they were lively, but not as mobbed as usual.”
Star Wars: The Clone Wars is due out on DVD November 11th,
and the television series airs Friday nights on Cartoon Network.
- Katharine “UberJedi” Star

Diplomatic
Missions

Dragon*Con

Photo by Trent Thorton.

Atlanta, Georgia • August 29th - September 1st
We came, we saw, and we conquered! From August 29th
through September 1st Atlanta, Georgia once again played host
to Dragon*Con. As in years past, Dragon*Con hosted authors
and celebrities from anime to science fiction, and this year was
no different. In attendance were celebrities from the Star Wars
saga; Jake Lloyd, Peter Mayhew, Jeremy Bulloch, Ray Park,
Daniel Logan, and David Prowse, also authors Kevin J. Anderson,
Michael Stackpole, and Steve Sansweet. This years Dragon*Con
would be a con long remembered by many Star Wars fans.

The Force was with the Rebel Legion at Dragon*Con with its
largest number of members in attendance. Commanding Officer
Matt ‘hofmann’ Hofmann was very pleased with the turnout
present and he thanked all the members who came and helped
make Dragon*Con so successful. At this years convention the
Rebel Legion presented Albin Johnson, founder of the 501st
Legion a Rebel Pilot costume. Mr. Johnson was presented the
costume at the 501st Legion mixer on Saturday, August 30th by
Andrea “JediMom3” Samuelwicz and Gregor “tigerantilles” Sink.
“Mr. 501st” was very pleased with the gift and stated he was
“looking forward to submiting (his) photos to be a Pilot in the
Rebel Legion.”

Photo by Jenny Braun.

Besides the authors and stars, Dragon*Con featured numerous
interview panels, in which fans could ask their favorite star or
author questions they have always wanted to know, as
long as they weren’t TOO personal. The Rebel Legion
played escort to many of these celebrities and got to talk
to them back stage. One of the most anticipated panels
this year was hosted by Lucas Fan Relations Director
and author of The Star Wars Vault, Steve Sansweet. He
gave a sneak peak of the first episode of the new Clone
Wars cartoon, as well
as a trailer for the long
awaited video game
The Force Unleashed.
He also mentioned
what is next for the
Star Wars fan to look
forward to.
The Rebel Pilots had the honor of leading the Rebel group during the parade.

Everyone in attendance at Dragon*Con will take
back their own wonderful memories. Some perhaps not so
pleasant. Regardless, the Rebel Legion left knowing they showed
up in force and made a difference at the 2008 Dragon*Con
and vowed that next year we would be back stronger and more
powerful than ever. So ‘till September 4, 2009, May the Force Be
With You and keep you safe.

Photo by Justin Manning.

A group of Rebel Fleet Troopers
protect the hall... er, um,.. the Tantive IV.

- Alex “Orion knight-star” McKeel, Corellian Base
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“One Man Star Wars”

San Francisco, California • September 25 – 27
th

th

Diplomatic
Missions

Photos from the Golden Gate Garrison.

When I first heard about this legendary show coming back
to the Post Street Theater in San Francisco, I immediately
tried to get in touch with my previous contacts for the theater.
Unfortunately, they were no longer there, but the new people
were very enthusiastic after I mentioned what we did there last
year and they had seen some photos.
The Theater decided they only wanted around three to five
characters per night, but what we lacked in numbers was made
up in flashbulbs going off!
The first night we went to nearby Union Square to take photos
and hand out flyers for the show. One sarcastic passerby
refused a flyer and said, “Star Trek rules, #$&%#@*!”, to which
I stayed somewhat in character by responding with something
Harrison Ford used to sign on his autographs: “Go Force
Yourself!” Some passersby got it and laughed and applauded!

The next night, we stayed mostly outside the theater to take photos
with incoming patrons. The third night was pretty special because
not only did we have more volunteers than the previous two nights,
but Charlie Ross, Mr. “One Man Star Wars” himself asked to take a
photo with us on stage, we gladly obliged. After he left to get ready
for the show, we too left the stage (well, except for me, who couldn’t
resist being by myself on stage, with the words “One Man Star Wars
Trilogy” behind me). There were so many of us that third night, that
we had to be spread to outside, in the lobby, and by the elevators.
Of coarse, each night some us stayed to watch the show (for free!),
and everyone had fun and laughed at this great show - another
mission accomplished!
- Matt “JedHead” Tolosa, Endor Base

Additional photos: http://goldengategarrison.com/gallery/?g2_path=Main/OneMainSWTrilogy/

Detachment News
RAID, or Rebel Alliance Infantry Detachment, is devoted to all Trooper costumes in the
Rebel Legion - including Clonetroopers, the “good guys” of the Clone Wars.
Formed in November 2007 by LXO Andrea “Jedimom3” Samulewicz, RAID is composed
primarily of Rebel Fleet Troopers and Endor Troopers, but is hoping for more Hoth Troopers
and Clone Troopers in the near future. Detachment CO Donna “Grey Jedi” Keeley also serves
as the Legion Costuming Judge for Rebel Troopers and Detachment Executive Officer Phyllis
”Schph Gochi” Schulte is Squad Leader for the Midwest Base’s Delta Squad as well as being the
Legion’s foremost authority on the Hoth Rebel Soldier/Hoth Trooper.
With 71 members, RAID currently has six Base-level Squads:
• Midwest Base: Delta Squad – Squad Leader Phyllis “Schph Gochi “ Schulte
• Central Base: Gamma Squad – Squad Leader Mark “SandtrooperScout“ Tomasello
• Elstree Base: Shadow Unit 77 – Squad Leader Steve “Jedi Vamp “ Burns
• RaKura Base: Bushwhacker Squad – Squad Leader Brandon “NecroMongrul“ Kosik
• Dantooine Base: 35th SOC Squad – Squad Leader Bart “gandalfbmg” German
• Benelux Base: ADEGA Squad – Squad Leader Stefaan “Dark Trooper “ De Baere
To join RAID you simply need to have an approved formal Trooper costume and request access in the sign-up thread
found in the “Rebel Briefing” forum. To form a RAID Squad in your base, you only need 3 people with approved,
formal Trooper costumes. The RAID Squad application can be found in the RAID charter or by simply PM-ing or emailing the Detachment CO.
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- Donna “Grey Jedi” Keeley

Nick Ring
May 9, 1986

With the release of this issue, it has been an entire year since
Comlink was first delivered to the hands of the membership. Its
almost unbelievable that its been a full year! We’ve introduced
different bases and detachments, scratched the surface of the
Star Wars collecting universe, and reported on events all over the
globe!  It just goes to show how large and far spread the Rebel
Legion has become!

—

July 5, 2008

Next issue is our Anniversary issue and we want to go BIG!
We are looking for pictures of the younglings of the Rebel Legion,
more mission reports, and interviews/testimonials from our
members. Tell us about your favorite Star Wars moments, why you
joined the Rebel Legion, your favorite costumes/characters (and
why), and then send us your favorite Rebel Legion pictures—and
please, keep it PG rated!
Send them to: comlink@rebellegion.com
The Rebel Legion is a diverse group that has much to offer to
the costuming world as well as our local communities in general.  
It warms the heart to see our Legionnaires out working in the
community for so many good causes. Keep up the good work, and
keep sending us your stories.

Staff:

Editors:

The Rebel Legion is not just a fan club; remember the
Rebel Legion is YOU!

Lesley Farquhar
Sunrider Base

Susie Leopold
Midwest Base

Katharine Star
Echo Base

When I first met Nick “Fanboy_Solo” Ring, it was at
a yearly event for the Fan Force group, “Young Jedi
Niagara.” The event was my first real outing as a Jedi
costumer and fan. I was coming in from out of town with
a friend and it was pretty exciting!
The group’s first night was meeting up at a house in
downtown St. Catharines, and that is where I met Nick
and his twin brother Graeme for the first time.
Nick was probably one of the nicest guys in that group
and was great to talk to. We were all showing off our
props and costumes when he showed me a very nice
resin casting of his Han Solo blaster... which I promptly
broke the trigger. He was quick and took it and assured
me it was no big deal and that he would just glue it back
on and all would be well. To this day I do not think that
trigger was ever the same.
With great excitement I moved to St. Catharines
following college and lived a couple blocks from the
twins and became pretty close to both of them. We
would frequently visit each other, goof around, watch
movies, hit each other with sticks or lightsabers or
whatever we had on hand. Nick introduced me to many
new shows and gave me more insight into Star Wars
far above anything I had on my own. His fleet of figures
in his room was like being a kid in the toy isle... always
wanting to touch... which, inevitably resulted in a domino
effect and accessories flying.
When I moved away to my current home, it was leaving
these two friends that impacted me more than anything
else. Both Nick and his brother showed me a lot and were
really great, some of the greatest friends I’ve ever had.

Deidra Culp
Midwest Base

Nick passed away on July 5th after unexpected
complications post-surgery. A memorial was held at
Brock University, where droves of Nick’s friends, family
and fellow 501st and Rebel Legion members came to
pay their respects. Every seat was filled and many stood
to remember who Nick was and how he affected so
many of us in different ways.

Justin Manning
Alderaan Base

I will miss you my friend,
May the Force be with you, always.
Matt Hofmann
Midwest Base

Jon Paulson
Sunrider Base

Joel Webne
Freedom Base

- Justin “Primrodo “Monk, Canadian Base

Fal l e n R e b e l s

From the
Editors’ Desks

A long time ago in galaxies around the globe…well actually
in 1999, the Rebel Legion was formed.  Since that epic date,
the Rebel Legion’s membership and reach has grown in many
ways. But as we have grown, so have our expenses - these
include funding charity functions, website server costs, providing
Honorary Memberships for key persons, and swag for VIP’s. Over
the years, the costs related to supporting the Rebel Legion were
taken up mostly by the Council and sometimes - Base command.  
Individual members of the Legion have also absorbed some
of these costs. Now that we are trying to establish a traveling
archive, the costs have risen again.
As we expand web space, merchandise, promotions, etc.,
these costs can no longer be covered solely by members of the
command staff or generous individuals.

THAT’S WHERE YOU ALL COME IN.  A PayPal account
has been set up to accept donations to the Rebel Legion to help
cover some of these expenses. Matt Hofmann, Matt Tolosa,
Lesley Farquhar, and Joel Webne will oversee this account,
insuring that no one person has total control and that appropriate
oversight it maintained.

For those who contribute to the cause, becoming “Rebel Legion
Supporters”, a special Medal of Yavin will be attached beneath
their RL posting avatars.

To date the fund contains a little over $1,000 and is still growing. If
and when you choose to contribute, please be sure to include your
name and RL login so you can be properly awarded with your medal.

To make your donation, you can send monies through
the PayPal account: lmo@rebellegion.com
For those interested in sending money orders, please email
Lesley “BrieKalan” Farquhar at lmo@rebellegion.com for her
mailing address!
Without all of your individual donations we wouldn’t be able to
give back to our communities to the extent that we do. Thank you
for your support!.

